DOCOnrNT RESOME 



ED 083 056 



SO 005 997 



AUTHOR 
TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



Fri 

Hov 

to 

Nat 

D.C 

64 

8p. 

Nat 

Six 

($0 



edman, Kopple C. 

to Develop Time and Chronological Concepts. How 
Do It Series, Number 22. 

^onal Council for the Social Studies, Washington, 



ional Council for the Social Studies, 1201 
teenth Street, N*W*, Washington, D*C. 20036 
•25; Quantity Discounts) 



IDENTIFIERS 



ABS*}RACT 



MF-$0.65 HC Not Available from EDRS. 

Arithmetic; ^Classroom Techniques; Concept Formation; 
Concept Teaching; Elementary Education ; Hist.ory 
Instruction; Learning Activities; Secondary 
Education ; Skill Development ; *Social Studies; 
Teaching Guides; ♦Teaching Methods; Teaching 
Techniques; ♦Thought Processes; ♦Time Perspective; 
Vocabulary Development 
chronology 



The purpose of this bulletin, o 
designed to aid the social studies teacher, is 
developing accurate concepts of time and chrono 
of these concepts and the instructional problem 
discussed* A chart offers one basis for a progr 
skills to be emphasized in time and chronology 
comprehensive study of skills in the social stu 
paper and pencil exercises are presented for sk 
words and phrases descriptive to time, arithmet 
dates, dates and their centuries, time lines, c 
judgment, personal-social time relationships, f 
of generations, temporal absurdities, comparati 
historical periods, and historical periods and 
A bibliography is included. Related documents a 
SO 006 000. (KSM) 



ne of a series 
to suggest methods for 
logy« The importance 
s they present is 
am of grading the 
as part of a 
dies. Examples of 
ills involved with 
ical associations and 
onsistency in time 
amily tree, comparison 
ve duration of 
their characteristics, 
re SO 005 979 through 



ERIC 



FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Hew To Do It Sorloi-No. 22 



Studies 



UJ 



o 
o 



f'f WMl SMON t Ul J'lvoOtir r T MM, 
^ OPyWu.HM [1 \ . n pi.M BY MICRO 
FICHE ONLY MA', M( I N (,WANT{ () 

'NC.DNOr W A(,kM Ml NtS AifH TMf NA 
UONA, .NST,TL-Tr Oi ^ ni.( AI.ON 
UW rM{ (V PPODlK. t 'ON 01MM(){ 

ION. 01 r Mr roi»Ykic,M ' ownf w 



Importance of Time 



T, 



inu* .L^ovcrns (.'\t'r\(la\' i»nitiiu' Oiu- ihiitks (if tlu' 
jirt'si'iit, the |):ist, and Mk' I'litiiri'. Tlu' inlt'ii'M^ and rnn- 
{vvn< of j)ri)|)lr in tinu' wiry nudnlinL: to tluMi" i)Mr^uit> 
till' honu'niaktT. the (.ii'ru\-ni;in. tlir ui-nioizi^t. tin- antliro- 
l>(»U><^\st. thr stt-noiziaplu'r. Tinu' uiij^u'tant to uiutK'vn-: 
it was studii'fl and u^'d also h\- the anciriit- and piini- 
itivos. 

I J) ^'^•hool till' sUidrnf is < niKCi'Jird vitli S( hrdidi'S. d.i\.> 
nf till' wi'i'k, months ut tlii' yt';ii\ and liohdavs and \;k;i- 
tions. ThiTi' is a ;d)idary nf timr lu hr li'arnrd. in- 
cliulinu simple romrpts siuh as 'today" ;ni(i "Monday" 
and more difhrnlt ones sni'h a< 'uencratio!! ' and 'hit'ii- 
nial." Thrrr is the undrrstandiiii,^ to \)c aKjuiird nf nur 
system of keeping trark of time. In ai'ithnu'tii- there are 
[)rol)li'ms dealinu with time, in l'aiudi>li. the >loiies often 
ha\'e a partienlar time settinir. l ime has ll^ role 'n miNit . 
[)h\\sical edncation. seienee. .'ad ty[)e\vritinL'. 

Time and Chronology in the Social Studies 

Time, like plaee, has a niajnr role in the social studies, 
hivestiuations ha\'e shown that man\' students de\elnp 
only fuzzy iiotii)n< ahonl eonimonl\' u>ed time eoiuepts; 
yet, without a - tdl-rlevelope(l sense of chronul().u\'. nue 
can have only a shallow understandinL^ of the soeial 
studies. K\'ents, movements, trends, and [)ersons ha\'e 
their place in the stream of time. Here are a few exain- 
|)les of topics in\'olvinu a concept of tinir in the main 
branches of the social stuflies: .i,'e(\uiapli\' has seasons 
and weatlier, time zones, rotation and revolution of tlie 
Martli; history includes setpience of step^ in man's proji- 
ress. iniportam dates, the social settini: in different aiies: 
ecitnomics deals with the change fioni barter to the use 
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of money. I)ihine>^ cycles, ilepreciat ion ; soeiolniiv in- 
\(il\es stops in \aiiou^ phases of social pro<:ress, the con- 
ce[)t of the chanuinu society, population (rend>; political 
-lieuie encompa^-e^ niilr>lone> in the de\'elopment oi 
i:o\ ta'nment . election dale>. tlie leuiith of term of official.^, 
and .M) on. 

'I'inie m the social >tudies on the rlen'entai'v and mc- 
on(Iai\' Nch'Mtl le\'e!s can be viewed i'j a variety ot re- 
spect.^, eatdi of whieii has implications for in>truction. 
Jnchnled woulfl l>e I he f^)]lowiI),u^' ander.^landin^ the sys- 
tem (U" kee[)ini: ti.ack of time; under^tatuiin^ the vocab- 
ulary of time that which de>' riiies a delinite time. "yi'<- 
terday." and that which is 'iidelinite. "a lon^; time ai^o": 
de\eloi)in.u a |)erspect i\'e of time past, j)resint. an<i 
future both with re5:ard to one's own lifetime and 
toward iiistnr\': a|)ptt'ciatin^ the tact or of eaaniie over 
tlu- years in hi>tory (tmelime> abru|>t. sotnetimes .urad 
uah but ne\'er'neli continual; cbservin^ threads of 
-e(jutnce. coatinuity. and development; nsini^ time- 
di.- 1 a lice relat lon>hi[)s in the use of the time line, the use 
of the (lock, the limini; of tra\'el; observint^ durations in 
the time dvu'in^ which tretuls and movement^ la-t; \isual- 
i/inu hi>tiuica] <ettinus in \'arii)us past aue^; a^^' ' iatin,L' 
e\t'nl- with either ^pecillc [ioinl< of tune, approx male, or 
Lieneral: and relating time with ai'itlimetic a< in number 
concepts aiul dates. 

Frequency of Time Concepts 

Wesley and W'ronski state. "Wliile ihe vocal )ulary of 
time Concepts is not especial K" lai^e it is In constant use." 
ddiey list the follow! ml; time conct^pt.s' within the tirst 
2.000 words (jf Tiiorndike and Lorue: 



\\', -.;. \, !iL:iJ li , ,iiia \Vi(in-ki. Stanlcv 1'. 'l'ru< h!)t^ So, Stu<!i>s in INrJ' 
S'lu'i'l^. l'.<-t..ti h. C, Heath ami Company. i'i{>A. p. A^T. 
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TIME CONCEPTS 



l-SOO 




whrn 


till 


June 


aft IT . 


niruneiit 


while 


tomorrow 


*Mareh 




month 


\i'ar 


winter 


May 




nioiiiin^' 


>ct 




midnight 


a^o 


lU'vir 




1001-2000 


noon 


already 


new 


501-1000 


aneient 


.\o\eml)er 


always 


lU'Xt 


afternoon 


Ai)ril 


( 1 V loek 


l)i'fi)re 




eentur)' 


AuL'iist 


Ottober 


(Liy 


now 


date 


eurrent 


presently 


during' 


ol<l 


future 


dawn 


riient 


t'arly 


OIUl' 


nniuite 


1 )eeember 


reeently 


cvi'tiiti^ 


j)ri'si'nt 


modern 


l''el)ruary 


Saturda\- 


cvov 


M't (Jiul 


past 


fore\'er 


seldom 


fall 




()uirkly 


inmiediate 


S(^;)tt mber 


first 


Soon 


season 


immediately 


Sunda\' 


hour 


tht'u 


sometimes 


instant 


loniLilit 


la>t 


today 


sIHin^ 


January 


whene\'er 


late 


initil 


^udden 


July 


\-esterday 



The Instructional Problem 

\*oun<; children displa\" a meaner sense of lime, al- 
thou.i^h research indicates that they have an nnder- 
standint: of i^imple everyday concepts b\' the lime lhe\- 
reach the third i^rade. So far as their chronolo.ijical jier- 
spective is concernefl, that remains weak until they arrive 
at the secondary school, and e\'en lor man\' stiulents at 
that level it would not be considered stron.i:. Maturit\\ 
if whatcNer adult measurements exist can be uscfl as 
criteria, is reached from aije thirteen to sixteen. 

\v\ the appreciation of time and chvonolo<:y in their 
many respects, as alread\' indicated, is \'ital for a p.oper 
understanding of the social studies. Maturation is an 
imi)ortant factor in the de\el(»pment of this apprecia- 
tion, but there is e\'idence that systematic teachini: of 
time and chr(molo.L:y can profluce better results than liap- 
hazard learnin.L;, Instruction should start in the kinder- 
uartrn and continue in e\'er\' <:rafle beyond that, 

(iranted that maturation plays a role in the apprecia- 
tions and skills that children de\'elop, it is reasonable 
to assume that guidance by the teacher should also play 
a major role, W'e do not wait for children to read: we 
teach them, W'e do not ha\'e to wait for an appreciation 
of i^'ood nnisic ov art to (kwelop: w(? teach for it. Similarly, 
we do not ha\e to wait until children reach the secondary 
U'ra<les before they develo]") a sense of time and chronob 
o.u'y; we nnist start teachiuL^ for it from the early ;^ra les. 

Just how nnich of this directed instruction is done ))>' 
teachers in the secondary school is open to cjue^tion. It 
ma\' be assumed, liowever, that effect i\e means, in con- 
trast to such avemies as the memorization of dates, are 



not u>ed ne;irl\- a- nun h a^ the\' ouuiit to be and that the 
secondary teacher a>^ume^ far uieater undrr>tan(MnL; than 
actuall\' exists. Since the bulk of histoiy cour>e^ is fnund 
in the .secondary sclioiiL there is all the more rea>«m \nv 
teachers at that level to be \ itally concerned with time 
and chroni»|o^\'. 

A Sequence of Skills in Time and Chronology 

It mi.udn be heli)ful within a i)uildinL; or school s\stem 
for teachers to (k'\'elop a proiiram (»f una(hn^ the skills 
to be I'mpha^i/ed in lime and (hronolo^y. There i^ suf- 
ikiem liteiature in the lield wlii( li. condnned with teach- 
ers' experiences and judumenl^, can pro\ide a ba>is lor 
study. llhetvati\-e of (his effort the chart on paue 
de\'eloj)tiI in one school >\'^tem a> a j)ait oi a comprehen- 
sive .-liuly of skills in tlie social studies,- 

Kinds of Techniques 

There are many different approaches toward teacliini; 
about time and chrouolony. Instruction need by no mean- 
be limiteil just to teachinn dates. Man\' teclmiijUes in- 
\'ol\'e simj)le (h'\-ices such as are illustrateil in thi> section, 
most of which can In- constructed by teachers as need«'d. 
I'llat)orate lir ct)slly materials are not essential. Trobabh- 
the most esseiUial elenient is the resourcefulness of the 
teachei-. The techni(iues involve mainl\" paper and j)en( il 
exercises which can be constructed by the teacnei' or b\- 
students or both. They may be u.^ed for diaiznostic pur- 
poses, as a part of the on-uoimr le;r' iuL; .activities, or for 
achie\'enient testinil. In each kii ■ ( hni(iue. it is im- 

perative that directions be ii'wvu in advance so that stu- 
dents will know wbiat is expected. \\'here\*er necessary, 
teachers should illustrate [)r<.cedmes b\' u-aiiLi examples. 

The exercises are not orijani/ed urade le\'el. It is an 
accepted fact that the ran,Lre of skills that pupils have 
varies from cla.ssroom to classroom. .\lso. what will work 
l)e>t tor some teachers may not work best for others. It 
is intended that each teacher will deciUe which exerci.sos 
can best be adapted for use in his own classroom. 

Elementary Concepts of Time 

1 , How old are you? 

2, Is this morning oi afternoon? 
Is tliis day or nii^ht ? 

4. Is thi^ more like winter or snnnner? 

5. What da\' of the week is today? 
h. What month is this? 

7. What da\' of the niomh is this? 
S. What year is this? 

9. Which is lon.Lrer a minute or an hour? 
10, Which is longer a week or a da\'? 

••M:itrii;il I.ikoi Im-ii ,1 (iia.lr jot 1 , hin- S,>< ' ti .S/ \, (,•/.///.., 
.\Iinm;i|it»IU < .\Umu'M.t,i ) i'uhlii S* h.mls, |<;57. p. If -l?. 
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Skills in Developing a 
Sense of Time and 
Chronology 



i;AKLV KLKMKN- 
TAkV ITiMKS 
HK(;i\ TO: ' 



I.ATKK I'iLKMKN- 
T\\<\ VVVW.S 
HI'XilX rO:'' 



SIX'OXDARV I'l'IMLS 
HKCilX TO:'' 



to U'll tiiiu' hy the cloik 



tt'll time oi regular flaily 
a(.:ti\'itics (if (In: schot^l 
j)r(»Ljrani 

tell the hours, half-hours, 
(juarter-hoiirs. and hve- 
niiinite intervals 



tell time to niinules 

faniiliari/e t h eni s e 1 ve s 
with time /ones, daylight 
tinu 

\\\j,\\vv time allotments for 
speeitic jobs 



to use the voeahidary of 
time 



use simj)le definite terms 
e,,^., hour, minute, day. 
\vt ek. month, today, yes- 
terday, tomorrow 

u s e s i m p I e indetlnit^' 
terms, e.ii.. a long tinu* 
ago, later, a few years ago 



use more advaneed deli- 
nite terms, e.g., deeade. 
annual. geniM-ation, a.m., 
p.m. 

use more advaneed indef- 
inite terms, e.g. presently, 
shortlv. reciMitlv 



use terms of hi.storical 
impliealion. e.g., ancient, 
era, luodern, meilieval, 
dynasty 



to use the calendar in 
reckoning time 



find the eurrent day or 
week on the calendar 

t'lnd dates on the calen- 
dar, t tr.. hr)lidays. birth- 
(^ays 

use the names of the 
momh.s 

know the current year 
associate seasons with the 
calendar 



distinguish between hX\ 
and A. 13. 

familiarize t h e m selves 
with the effect of the ro- 
tation of the earth on day 
and night 

faniil iarize t h e ni s e 1 v e s 
with the effect of the rev- 
olution of the earth 
around the sun on the sea- 
sons of the vear 



express centuries as dates 
express dates in centuries 



to acquire a chronological 
perspective of history 



sense the passing of time, 
e.g.. since school started, 
when I went away 

recognize s e (| u e n c e of 
regular daily activities 

distinguish between expe- 
riences of the past and 
events of the future 

arrange a list of events in 
sequence a c c o r d i n g to 
time 



"Some of the skills listed will not be inlroduct'd until the third ^rade, 

''Skills uhicli were introdiifcd in earlier grades will continue to he develojx'd. 



figure the number of years 
between two given dates 

interpret a time line 

construct a time line 

relate dates and periods 
of time with more famil- 
iar historical happenings 



regard certain dates as 
milestones in history 

associate the cultures of 
peoples with different his- 
torical periods 

jXTceive seciuence. dura- 
tion, and change in the 
development of social in- 
stitutions ami movements 

understand the place of 
the present era in the his- 
tory of mankind 
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11. W'iiicli is Itniivr a iin>titli or a Near? 

12. W'liat was \hv la^l lii)li<la\- that pa.-si'ii tlic I'Murth 

f)l July. I!a<tcr, nr ( hristuias? 
IS. Nanu' tilt' (lay> of tlu' wvck, in mdi'f. 

14. Xanu' the nnaitli^ nf tlir vvav. in hkIi'i. 

15. What tiiiu' is it now? (I'iii)il iodk- at t!u' liock «ir 
wan h, ) 

niv sonn'Miini; inat haiipt-iicd a l^u.: 
(When?) 

17, 'iVll nic .sDincthinu thai hapjuauMl a >li()rt whih.' 
iVfio, (Whfii?) 

Words Descriptive of Time 

I^ach inuh ilinril ^^nid l)ri(»w is (nliuwrd i)y fmir wt»r(l> 
or [jhrascs which art' prrinhMl IrtUas. Im'mui thi'^-r 
fi.iir. st'Uvt thf uiu- that is Mu- hi-st an>wi'r and n\i)st 
nearly ni('an.> the same as thi- iMnh-rHnt'd word in tcrin^ 
of time. In tlu- hlank at the left, plate it.- letter.' 

1. I'Uture: a, t)nce b, tiwio ahead e. time 

]>efare d. soon 

2. Recent: a. lately b. now c, lon^ a^'o 

d, pretty so()n 

3. (/ur'tui.: a, lon^' a|^«) h, lime to come 

c. not \-ery lon^' a^o tl, now 

4. Tresent : a. ail the time b. time ahead 

c. here d. now 

5. A.M.: a, noon b. afternoon c. before noon 

(1. niuht 

6. P.M.: a. ni^ht b, ttuviorrijw e, afternt)on 

tl. mornim: 

7. Decade: a. one-half year b. 10 years 

c. 25 years (L SO years 

8. Daily: a. every day b. tt)day e. da\'tinu' 

d. week days 

9. Annual: a. yearly b. always c. this year 

(1. anniversary 

10. Mternal: a. ^one by b. ri.^ht now e. ever- 

lastin.L,^ d. foi 1000 years 

11. Treldstoric: a. ancient b. time of ]:ir^c ani- 

mals e. before written rec- 
ords d. \'ery old 

12. Ancient: a. before the fall of the Rt^man 

Kmpire b. when the i^l^^rims 
lived c. time loni: past tl. the 
P^lizabethan A^'e 
]^. Hiennial: a. taking place once in two years 
1). twice a >'ear c. every year 
(L every fourth year 
14. Generation: a. perit)d between ^Tandparent 
and grandchild b. al)t)Ut 33 



scars e. a ju'rson > anee^- 
l(ir< tl. IrdUi tile oldest 
( hiM lo (he youni.;e>( 
15. Centenni il: a, i)ertainin'^ lo 100 year.4 
b. l it nial c, hi>l(}rie d, a'-» 
peridd of I C N i'ai's 
lo. lira: a. a it'iitur}' b, a stage of hi>tory 
e. a del A>\r d. the date of an eveiii 
17. Medie\'al: ;i, 5lm years b. ancient e, Alio 

die Am'S (1, primiti\t' 
IS, Dark .Ages: a, the days of ea\-emen b. the 
age of disrtn'ery (\ around 
500 A.I), (1. the time fol- 
lowing the American Revo- 
lution 

Phr;.ises Descriptive of Time 

Write a sju't ilie date tliat shows the meanini: that each 
of the ftdlowing j)hra-ev iutlicates ti> yovi in terms of 
tinn*. 

The XInetetaith ( 'entnry 
'J'lie \'ietorlan .Age 
The Klizabethan ,Age 
The Jacksonian j)eriod 
When gr^Midl'atlier was born 
Alien greatgrandfather \\as born 
Days of chi\alry 
In medies'al times 
In the days v f ea\*emen 
Before the time of Christ 
1 're- war days 
In ct)lonia] day.^' 
The ftireseeable future 
When I shall liecome an adult 
In the next decade 
A century ago 

The (listributit)n of resj)t)nses that pupils give tt) a te.st .of 
this type will indicate tht* \ a;,ueiKSs of these exj)ressions 
in nian\" case>.-' ^ 

Arithmetical Associations and Dates 

*lhe teacher may make use of certain arithmetical 
associat ions: 

• ()0 minutes in an hour (the school bell rings 3 min- 
iites beft)re the ht)ur) 

• two 12dK)ur periods in the (lay (divided at noon) 

• 7 days in the week (Wednesday i.s the middle of the 
week ) 

3For further infornu'iti< n, s«t Wcsloy ami Wrnnski. op. fit,, p, 439-41. 
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• .^0. .^1. or 2.S (lays in tin* tiioiiMi (bills arrive at home 
arouiul ihv first day of tlu» month) 

• 12 months in the year (a nrw srason hi'^ins vvvvy third 
month ) 

• the arran.m'nu'nt of da\s in a inli'ildar (week week, 
month by month) 

• the arranj^en.ent of li.u'ures on a eloek (hour by hour) 

• the time to ravel from the I'nited States to Kii^huul 
. .by the IMlti;rims 

. . in the Nii.eteenlh Century 
. . by ship ( .oday ) 
, . l)y airplai e in the 1950 s 
, , b\' jet (today) 

• the time to trasel from St, Louis to San Francisco 
. . b\ covered wa.ijon 

, , l)y Pony ^'Apress 
, . by automobile (today) 
. . by train (today) 
, . by airplane ( today) 

• 'Hiere are many ways to describe when William con- 
tjuered Kn^dand: 

, . in 1066 

. , during the Kleventh Century 
. , 9 centur es a^'o 

, .shortly l)eforc the Crusades startetl 
. . in the Middle A^es 
. , a long time ago 

Kach of these time concepts should be evaluated with 
the class, one at a time, to deternvne which are the most 
and which the least meaningful 

Knowledge of dates in itself is not a major objective 
in the teaching {)f history. The dates to be learned might 
well be selected through pupil-teacher planning. They 
should have significance with regard to the content of 
history, and not merely because they are used by the 
author of the te.vtbook. Dates may be picked because they 
represent turning points in history or mark the begin- 
ning or end of a movement or era. 

Dates and Their Centuries 

Number these dates from 1 to 4 in order, from the ear 
liest date to the latest: 



A. 



1702 
1889 
981 
1941 



1042 A.D, 
1042 B.C. 
1648 A.D. 
32 B.C. 



In what century does the year 1091 fall? 
149? 



The year 1SS2 refers to 1882 years since: 1. the 
creali(Ui of the Harth 2. the first calendar was 
devi.sed the birth of Christ 4. the beginning 

of time. 

.A.D, refers to the time: 1. since the Egyptian 
calendar was invented 2. after Darius became 
ruler of the Persian empire after tuc birth 
of Christ 4. of the recent centuries. 
H,('. refers to the time before: 1, Columbus 
2. Cliri.st ,3, ( aesar 4, historic times. 

Time Lines 

(ie()l ovists estimaie that the age of the earth is at the 
very least two billion to thfee billion years old. To show 
student > bow very brief is the period of recorded history 
a calendar or time line can be constructed wherein all 
geological time is compared with an ordinary calendar 
yi'ar. Based on one calendar year being equal to 3,162,- 
240.000 years of geological time, one minute is equivalent 
to (),00O years and each second marks the lapse of 100 
years. On this calendar the Cro-Magnon man, first of 
present species, will not appear on the scene until about 
11:.S7 p.m. on December 31! 

l ime lines, which can be arranged vertically or hori- 
zontally, are one of the best ways of teaching apprecia- 
tion of the concept of chronology. It is helpful to have 
^tu(lents themselves construct time lines illustrating each 
period of history as they study it. To illustrate the relative 
brief length of all United States history, for example, the 
following time line will be helpful: 



nf 

Civili/,at iim 



Birth 

of 
Christ 



o r i 



Discovery of 
America 
1492 Today 



2<1 



Suppose the line below indicates the life span in years 
for a boy who is ten years old. The line is marked in years 
as a ruler is marked in inches. 



Born 



Age 
10 



Kollij.ving are some events in the boy's life. On the line 
l)lace the number of each event at the point which you 
think indicates when the event happened. 

1. Fell down the stairs when he was one year old 

2. Started Kindergarten when he was five 

3. Had his tonsils out when he was four 

4. Rode a bicycle when he was nine 

5. Started fifth grade when he was ten. 
Consider the following time line: 



1000 
A.D. 



1500 
A.D. 



2000 
A.D. 



FRir 
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Suppose wc wish i > locate the point of time alont^ this 
scale when the Spanish-American War was fou'^'ht. Its 
date, 1898, is close to 1900; in terms of the line above this 
would be spaced at 1 10 of the distance movini,' from 
the right end of the scale. Vou will notice an **x'' marked 
there. 

Locate the following events on the same line, marking 
the location of each event by its number: 

1. Signing of the Magna Charta 

2. Eisenhower elected President 

3. Jamestown founded 

4. Beginning oi the French Rcn'olution 

5. ('olumbus disco\'ered .\merica 

Sometimes the time line can be presented as a series of 
drawings placed at proper locations on a time line. These 
can vary; for example, simple presentations involving 
events in a child's day or life, the secjuence of develop- 
ment of one thenie in history (stages of transportation), 
or more complex arrangements showing many different 
events in the stream of history.^ 

Consistency in Time Judgment 

A number of events are listed below. By using the 
letters a, b, c, and d tell whether, in your judgment, each 
one occurred: (a) long time ago, (b) short time ago; or 
whether each one will occur: (c) in a long time to c<)nie, 
or (d) in a short time to come. 



1. The beginning of the Twentieth Century 

2. The day I started Kindergarten 

3. The first day of this school year 

4. When I shall graduate from high school 

5. When Abraham Lincoln was president 

6. The presidential election of 1964 

. 7. The presidential election of 1960 

8. Next summer's vacation 

9. The second World War 

10. Yesterday 

11. When I shall be old enough to vote 

12. Last Christmas 



13. 1950 

14. Last summer's wication 

15. When 1 shall he j^vnwn up 

1(). When the Pilgrims came to .\nuTiea 
17. 'Foniorrmv 

This exercise attenijjts to gi\ e insight into time j)ers))ective 
in looking Ijackward or ahead. Probably it has most value 
for npjHT elementary i)Ui)ils, Whether the j)Ui)il believes 
that P)50 seems like a long time ago or a short time ago 
is his privilege. When he assigns events to the In tare that 
belong in the i)ast, or \'iee \ersa. he is factually iiKorreet. 

Contrasts can be obsers'ed in the res])onses of iiuli\'i([iial 
l)Upils ov from the tabulations for groUj)s of pupils for 
such items as numbers 10 and 17. If j)upils indicate that 
item number o is a long time ago. any historical iteius 
jireceding that ought to be marked as long ago also. \c{ 
caution is indicated if we permit judgments in terms of 
what may only .sec;;/ to be a long or short time ago. 

Personal-Social Time Relationships 

Family trcr: 

ImII in as many of the names of your ancestors and 
th 'ir dates of birth and death as you can on a chart 
similar to the one on the next i)age (allow more space). 

Injormatiou about your afn'cstors: 

Where did they live? 
What occupations did the\' have? 
What events in history were occurring when the\' were 
young? 

How man\' of them lived in America? 

Which ones of them, if ary, were immigrants to the 

United States? 
Where did they settle when they arrived here? 
Can you visualize life for one of your ancestors if he 

had lived in New York in colonial days, in France in 

feudal times, in ancient Cireece? 

Which ones of your ancestors on the chart did you know- 
person ally? 



♦For more informal ion, see Preston, Ralph C, Teaching Social Studie.< in the 
Elcmentarv School. New Yo.k: Holt, Rinehart and Winsion (Rinehart). 
1958. p. 236-44. 
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Family Tree 



I'aue 7 




\'ou 



Comparison of Generations: 

Year: 



Who was rrt'sifli'iit ni the V. S,? 
Who was lYcsidciU? 

Xaiiu' leader of raih nf three forei^i^n countries 



Yniir \'oiir 
HiiUi \t:ir l':i»Iur\^ Crandfalher's 

nirih Vtai Hinh Year 



Name a present-day country that flid not exist then 

Name a way that ocetured in this year (or close to it) 

Had the airphme l)een invented? 

Had the Tnitefl States jiinrhascd Ahi.^ka? 

Had the cotton gin been nnentcfl? 

.Nanie a composer of nuisic who lived then 

Name an author who lived then 

What was the population of the I'Mited States (approx- 
imate) 

Had the radio ])een iuNonted? 

Temporal Absurdities 

The follow'ini; story has nunibers which ft)/ low words or 
|)hrases. If _\'ou consider certain .of these words or phrases 
|)ossil)le or true for the time setting iu which the stor\' 
took j)]are. circle the ' 'V ' for them in the answer list at 
t' end. Vov those that yon consider iniprol)able or false, 
ciicle the ''V/' 

In the year 1590. a eerlain scholar of Naples wrt)(e a 
hook for uni\'crsity students (1) on life in his times. The 
book was later primed hy mat hine (2) and man\' i^eople 
purchased it. Since this period was the Dark A<;es {^). 
people did not know of such a thiiiL: as mone\' (4). They 
sometimes houirht his book hv sivin« him troods in cxdianjio 
(5). 



This hook descrihed the fine <?oods which came from other 
parts of the world. It told about the siiks (6) and spices 
(7) that Europeans bou^dil from merchants. It discussed the 
startlinjx cN'ents caused when Martin Luther posted his 
famous ninety-five theses on the church door at Wittcn- 
beru' fS). The cstahlishment of the first univcrsit\' in North 
Aiueiica was praised as an educational achievement (9), 
A strange new food called the c^n was introduced to the 
Europeans onl\' recently (10). Fi^^htrnp in wars was mainly 
by spears and hows and arrows, since gunpowder had not 
\'ct been invented (11). Some people were wondering about 
new ways to ^'o to the Far East since the Turks had cap- 
tured Constantinople (12). Columbus had discovered Amer- 
ica (1.^). MauelhnVs expedition resulted in its survi\'ors 
beiuL: the first men to sail around the world (14). In the 
field of literature. Dante's "Di\'ine Comedy" was contem- 
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porar\' (15;, as was Sliakesj)uari' S "K(Uium> ami Juliet** (16V 
Answers: 

1. T V 5. T 1' I). T V 13. T V 

2. T F 6. T I'* 10, T 1* 14. T V 

3. T F 7. T F 11. T F 15. T F 

4. T F 8. T F 12. T F 16. T F 

Comparative Duration of Historical Periods 

IvAch pair of items contains two liislorical [)Ci'iu(ls of 
\'aryiiiK k'n^ths of time, C'lierk the items in eaeli pair 
that histed lon^^er in tiine than the other. 

time since ^randfatlier was l)(jrn 

time since Lincoln was born 

a.L;c of feudalism 

machine uj^e 

Dark Ages 

Stone Age 

Historical Periods and Their Characteristics 

.Match the items on the right with the items on the left, 

1. Ancient times Beginnings were made in .sci- 

2. Mfdicv:\l times ence 

Modern times People learned about the ex^ 

istence of germs 

Leonardo da \*inci painted • 
'*Mona Lisa*' 

The ciiicf source of labor in 
Iuir()[)e was slaves 

The first written code of laws 
was produced 

Matches were iiu'entcd 

Architecture of great build- 
ings was cbaract' rized by 
massive stone structure, 
thick walls, narrow win- 
dows, roofs supported, by 
arches 

People learned tt) tell time 
The printing prc'^s was in- 
vented 

lHd)lic education for girls was 

encouraged 
The first great uni\*crsities 

were founded 
Man reached the South I\)lc 

■■•For f)thpr t'xaniplos, srr Mor^'. Htnan- T,. and M.('mn-. Cittiiir U, .SV//(ff(/ 
llmts for thr 7'rstitit; of Sittdy Siilh >!H'I (>/// ..•/ TJiniLini:. W.i^hin^jton, 

ii<»nul Kdiuation .\s.A<>i:iiiiion. l'^4. |). .=54-5f). 



Africa was npcneii up tn tiie 

Furupeans 
rhina was o])ene(i up lo the 

world 

America was discos'ered 
Conclusion 

*Fhe illustrations in this paniphlrt are mctely sugu^est ivc 
of tlie rich variety of de\ices which can he used by the 
alert teacher to lielp liis students devclnj) reas(ina]>ly 
accurate coricepts of time and chronology. \\'{tli<uit sucl\ 
un(h'r>tan(lings students cannot truly understand the 
otlier concepts and generaii/ations wliicli are the objec- 
tives of social studii\s inhication. rveaU\r leachev^ will 
expand these brief suggest ioj)s into many act i\i ties e>pe- 
ciall\' adapted to a particular class and to the topic cur- 
i'entl\' being studied. 
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